TITLE: AE: Artificial Emotion — Pilot Episode
AUTHOR: David A. Wimsett — From his science fiction novelette Something on My Mind

LOGLINE: In the year 2250, everyone suppress all emotions as they communicate over a
monitored network via devices implanted in their brains and order goods from Al robots
who’ve provided services for so long people have forgotten how to provide for themselves.
A police detective discovers the robots will soon fail and the human race will starve into
extinction as he fights the world leaders who cover up the truth to stay in power.

SUMMARY: George Chen is a police detective in a world where every human being is linked to
a vast network called The Connection through devices implanted in their brains. He arrests
criminals, but artificial intelligence robots perform the detection and investigations. George
resents this. He wants to do the detective work. His superiors reprimand him and warn him not to
exceed his position.

The Al robots manufacture all food, medicine and other goods, then deliver them to
government assigned apartments. They develop and construct buildings. The robots create virtual
meeting spaces where people interact and produce cerbdramas that immerse participants in the
stories. People rarely leave their homes. Robots have delivered all goods and services for so long
people no longer know how to provide for themselves.

Yet, everyone guards what they transmit across The Connection, or even what they say when
they meet face-to-face on rare occasions. Strong emotions are suppressed. Central Control
always monitors The Connection. No one wants to be labelled a subversive for an errant thought.

A man breaks his link to The Connection, the most heinous crime in this society. George is
assigned to arrest the perpetrator. The mission is top secret. No one can know what George is
doing less this crime be part of a larger conspiracy. To hide him, George’s link to The
Connection is broken. He’s given a compact electronic device called a Thim that talks and is
loaded with vast amounts of data. George speaks with Thim to learn information, work out
strategy and confide his feelings.

In his investigation, George is captured by a group of people. Their leader is an older woman
named Aunt Ruby who claims she was once one of the directors, the leaders in Central Control.
She says she discovered the robots are decaying. When they finally fail, the human race will face
extinction because people are completely dependant on them. The other directors banished Aunt
Ruby to a pit to prevent her from revealing the truth. She labored to clear sludge with her hands
She tells George she escaped and formed a resistance movement to regain the lost knowledge.

George is convinced Aunt Ruby is lying. He escapes and reports to Central Control. Instead
of the police action he expects, the Directors tell Geroge he wasn’t sent to arrest Phillip Santos
but to find Aunt Ruby. The directors are hiding the decay of the Al robots from the public and
George will not be allowed to rejoin. A director says, “Ignorance is an important tool for
governments. When uninformed people are told they’re happy, they will be happy.”

George is dragged to an elevator to be condemned to the same pit Aunt Ruby was cast into.
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